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The Augustan Heavens

[Hymn, Psahn XIX]

JOSEPH ADDISON

171%
The spacious firmament ,on high,

~ With all tile blue etllereal sky, -; And spangled heavens, a shining frame, . .' ,.~
~ . Their great Original proclaim. ...

I The unwearied Sun from day to day
Does his Creator's power display;

: And publishes to every land
The work of an Almighty hand.

Soon as the evening shades pre~
The moon takes up the wondrous tale;
And lughtly to tlle listening Earth -
Repeats tlle story of her birth: '.
Whilst all tlle stars that round her bum,
And all the planets in tlleir turn.
Conflnn the tidings as tlley roll.
And spread the truth from pole to pole.

\Vhat though in solemn silence all
! Move round the dark terrestrial ball;

\Vhat though nor real voice nor sound
Amidst their radiant orbs be found?
In Reasons ear tlley all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voice;
Forever singing as tlley shine,
~e Hand tllat made us is divine.-

In The Spectator. No. 465. August 23.171%.
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C. BENJAMIN FRAriKLIN, LETTER TO EZRA STILES (1790).
Source: The Works of ~~njaminF~~~~~in~..~ ed.
Jared Sparks, 10 vols (Boston: H~lliard, Gray, and
Company), 10:422-425.

You desire to know something of my religion. It
is the first time I have been questioned upon it. But
I cannot take your Curiosity amiss, and shall en- ,.
deavour in a few Words to gratify it. Here is my,;,,;:
Creed. I believe in one God, Creator of the Universe. ;,:;:,~i
That he governs it by his Providence. That he ought ;,',~
to be worshipped. That the most acceptable Service
we render to him is doing good to his other Children.
That the soul of Man is immortal, and will be treated
with Justice in another Life respecting its Conduct
in this. These I take to be the fundamental
Principles of all sound Religion, and 'I regard them
as you do in whatever Sect I meet with them. '

As to Jesus of Nazareth, my Opinion of \vhom you
particularly desire, I think the system of Morals
and his Religion, as he left them to us, the best
the World ever sa\v or is likely to see; but I appre-
hend it has received various corrupting Changes, and
I have, with most of the present Dissenters in England,
some Doubts as to his Divinity; tho' it is a question
I do not dogmatize upon, having never studied it, and
think it needless to busy myself with it now, when
I expect soon an Opportunity of )~nowing the Truth with
less Trouble. I see no harm, however, in its being
believed, if the Belief has the good Consequence, as
probably it has, of making his Doctrines more respected
and better observed; especially as I do not perceive,
that the Supreme takes it amiss, by distinguishing
the Unbelievers in his Government of the World with
any peculiar Marks of his Displeasure I

I shall only add, respecting myself, that, having I

experienced the Goodness of that Being in conducting I

me prosperously thro' a long life. I have no .

doubt of its Continuance in the next, though without
the smallest Conceit of meriting such Goodness."~.. .

I confide, that you will not expose me to Criti- !

cism and censure by publishing any part of this I'

Communication to you. I have ever let others enjoy
their religous Sentiments, without reflecting on !
them for those that appeared to me unsupportable I

and even absurd. All Sec~s here, and we ~ave.a I
great Variety, have exper~enced my good w~ll ~n i
assisting them with Subscriptions for building !
their new Places of Worship; and, as I have never
opposed any of their Doctrines, I hope to go out of
the World in Peace with them all.

': .:( '. '::!, ~:'
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